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1. Mourning for the dead is now driven away and the radiance of the resurrection has come. 
For this is love on display, that the very death humanity deserved, this Christ by dying 
destroyed, offering a ransom: soul for soul and body for body, all humanity for a man, and 
death in behalf of a death. 
 
2. Who, then, being just, died for the sake of an unjust person? What kind of father did this for 
the sake of a child, what kind of son for the sake of a father? The Lord did this for us, not only 
forming us by hand in Adam, but also giving us new birth1 through the Spirit in his Passion. 
 
3. Yet the ungodly Jewish people killed their own benefactor, repaying him “evil instead of 
good” [Ps. 35:12], affliction instead of grace, and death instead of life. For he who raised their 
dead, healed their crippled and gave sight to their blind, him they killed, hanging him on a tree. 
 
4. People, behold! every nation, behold! the new treacherous acts. They hung him who hung 
the earth, and fixed to a tree him who fixed the world in place2, and limited him who set the 
heavens’ limits, and bound him who set sinners free, and gave vinegar to drink to him who gave 
justice to drink, and fed gall to him who feeds life, and destroyed the hands and feet of him 
who healed their hands and feet, and brought to blindness him who made them recover sight, 
and buried him who raised their dead. 
 
5. Oh new mystery and strange3 wonder! The judge is judged, and the liberator of captives is 
bound, and he who fixed the earth is crucified, and he who hung the world is hung, and he who 
set limits to the heavens is limited, and he who feeds life is fed gall, and he who gives life to all 
things is dead, and he who raises the dead is buried. 
 
6. For when the Lord hung on a tree, the graves split, and hell opened, and the dead rose, and 
souls escaped, and many of the resurrected appeared in Israel when the mystery of Christ was 
fulfilled. For on the cross flesh was elevated, in order that flesh should appear lifted up and 
death laid low beneath its feet. 
 
7. Then the angels were rapt and the powers of heaven struck dumb by the Passion of Christ, 
the creation terrified and astonished, saying, “Now, what might be this new mystery? The judge 
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is judged and keeps silent, the unseen is seen and is not ashamed, the uncontrollable is ruled 
and does not react, the measureless is measured and does not oppose it, the impassible suffers 
and does not avenge, the immortal dies and is patient, he who is in the heavens is buried and 
perseveres. What is this new mystery? Is it not totally for the sake of humanity?”  
 
8. But the Lord, in willing his sufferings4, rose from the dead, trampling down death, binding 
“the strong man” [Matt. 12:29] and setting humanity free. And death, changed, fell under the 
feet of Christ, and hell hissed as the prisoner triumphed, and all its powers fled at hearing the 
voice of Christ, just as the scripture says, “We did not see his form, but we heard his voice” [cf. 
Deut. 4:12]. For hell did not see the face of the Lord, but heard his voice saying, “Come out, 
souls fettered and seated in the shadow of death. I preach5 life to you. I am Christ your life.” 
 
9. Then hell, hearing this, was destroyed, and its bronze gates were shattered, and its iron bars 
were crushed together, and the holy souls escaped, following in the footsteps of Christ. Then 
the scripture was fulfilled, “There he breaks bronze gates, and crushes iron bars” [cf. Ps. 107:16; 
Is. 45:2]. 
 
10. And the earth cried out, saying, “Master, spare me from evil, relieve me of anger, free me 
from the curse, because of which I received blood and human bodies, and, yet more, your body. 
Master, receive back your Adam.” 
 
11. The Lord rose, then, after three days, teaching us to pray to the trinity in unity6. And all the 
descendants of the nations were saved in Christ. For one was judged and multitudes were 
saved. For the Lord died in behalf of all. 
 
12. And he, entering in in this way, raised up all humanity to the height of heaven, bearing a gift 
to the Father not of gold, nor silver, nor precious stone, but rather that humanity which he 
made “according his image and likeness” [Gen. 1:27]. 
 
13. The Father, raising him up, seated him at his right hand “on his heavenly throne” [Ps. 11:4], 
“until his enemies should be put under his feet” [1 Cor. 15:25]. For he is about to return, the 
judge of the living and the dead, “whose kingdom will not end” [Luke 1:33]. Glory be to the 
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit both now and forever, even unto the age of ages. 
Amen. 
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